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Irish in return for a voluntary gift, returned home in
disgust at his failure, and in the absence of any Lord-
Deputy matters went from bad to worse. The task
of Strafford was, therefore, a most difficult one ; for
he was to restore order, raise supplies, and form an
army, which should be capable of effectively sup-
porting the royal cause in England. And it says
much for his ability that he did a great deal towards
the accomplishment of these ends ; he cleared the
sea of pirates, persuaded or compelled all parties to
acknowledge his authority, created a revenue, and
began to form an army. But partly from his own
indiscretion, partly from the interference of Charles,
and partly from lack of time, he eventually failed.
For the attainment of his ends, he relied greatly upon
the policy of playing off one party against the others,
and consequently irritated all three. By filling his
army with Catholics, he alienated the Protestants; by
enforcing Episcopacy, he angered the Puritans ; and
by confiscating the Irish estates in Connaught (1636),
to make room for new settlers, he roused the native
population. And, too, Charles injured him by
neglecting to observe his promise to his representa-
tive that the disposal of patronage should be left in
his hands, since Strafford was thus unable to redeem
his undertakings to his friends. Finally, events in
England moved too quickly, and the rash conduct of
the king in Scotland led to the absolute ruin of his
cause.

It was probably upon the suggestion of Laud
that an attempt was made to introduce the English
Prayer Book, and Episcopacy on the English model,